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1. Woody peonies, commonly and incorrectly referred to as “Tree Peonies”, are closely related to the common 
herbaceous peony.   Woody peonies have persistent woody stems (ariel crown extensions), which in harsh 
climates tend to be short lived.   The most commonly available plants from this group have historically been 
Chinese and Japanese Suffruticosas.   Suffruticosa Group plants have large billowy white, red and/or pink 
colored flowers.   The Suffruticosas, while being most commonly available in commerce are often not the best 
choice for American continental climate gardens and most certainly have given woody peonies “bad press”.   
New hybrids are often better choices for gardeners in continental climates who desire better vigor, plant habit, 
hardiness.  Additionally, new hybrids display a wide range of new flower colors, patterns, form and size.    

2. What is a Woody Peony?  Any peony with persistent woody stems (often short lived).  Stems act as the crown, 
much like those in herbaceous peonies.  Part of the woody peony's crown is found below the ground as well.  
Stems and below ground structures are capable of producing vegetative buds and roots given proper conditions.  
Buds which develop into flowers and stems (dormant buds) may be found along and at the tops of stems, but 
also below the ground. 

3. Species are the wild forms of woody peonies and originate from China.  Most are endangered or threatened in 
their natural habitats due to habitat destruction, collection for medicinal purposes and for commercial/personal 
growing use.  Species are not commonly available commercially in the United States, but are important 
ancestors in our hybrids.   Using these plants in crosses today is an important way to bring new genetics into 
woody peony group.   There are two subsections:  Subsection Vaginatae includes: P. rockii (two subspecies)...P. 
rockii sbsps. atava and P. rockii sbsps. rockii  (aka. 'linyanshanii'); P. cathayana (nearly extinct and not 
available); P. qiui; P. decomposita (not easily grown in the U.S.); P. rotundiloba (not easily grown in the U.S.); P. 
ostii; P. jishanensis. Subsection Delavayanae includes: *P. lutea; *P. delavayi; *P. potanini; *P. ludlowii.   
*Closely related group with many variants which interbreed with each other readily. 

4. The species are the basis of all the hybrids we grow today.    
I. P. rockii is of special interest to northern hybridizers for its many fine attributes.  P. rockii subspecies 

atava appears to have been the more often used of the two subspecies in current hybridizing.  P. rockii 
subspecies rockii (a.k.a. linyanshanii) has even greater cold climate attributes and is now finding its way 
into hybridizing programs in the West.    

II. P. potanini, P. lutea and P. delavayi have been used to create the lutea hybrids when crossed with 
Suffruticosa group plants.   These species are very climate specific in their cultural demands, preferring 
relatively warm winters and cool summers with even precipitation. 

III. The remainder of the species are less seen in peony collections.  A number of them have specific cultural 
demands and many are intolerant of intermittent wet condition, which are associated with continental 
climate conditions. 

5. Paeonia suffruticosa is not a species, but rather a hybrid swarm created by humans.  It does not exist in nature.  
Plants from this group have been found growing in the wild, but have always turned out to be escapes from 
domesticated stock and all show characteristics of multi-species crosses.   Genetic marker testing has shown the 
existence of genes originating from P. rockii subspecies, P. ostii, P. cathayana, P. qiui, P. 
decomposita/rotundiloba and P. jishanensis.  The group often subdivided by the region or country they were 
selected from (China, Japan, Europe, United States, etc…).   The region in which the cultivar was selected is 
important, since each growing area has its own unique climate and soils, which plants are specifically adapted 
to.   Chinese selections are extremely difficult to grow in much of the continental United States due their dry and 



specifically timed climate changes.  Japanese cultivars tend to be easier to grow in continental climates due to 
their selection from wetter climates, but they may not be easy.   Those selected specifically from continental 
climate tend to be most vigorous due to their adaptability for changing climate conditions.  Fungal diseases and 
cold hardiness are limiting factors for this group to be successfully grown in continental climates.  Flower colors 
range from red, white, pink and blends of those colors.  Late frosts often terminate bud development and cause 
certain cultivars to not bloom in some bloom seasons.  No yellow or blends incorporating this color are to be 
found in the Suffruticosa group.  None of the ancestral species have yellow pigments in their genomes, thus the 
limited color spectrum of flowers. 

6. Subsection Vaginatae plants bred with one another create ‘Suffruticosa Group’ hybrids.  These hybrids bred with 
each other create more advanced generation plants.  Suffruticosa were once treated as a species, but these 
plants have never grown in the wild.  Additionally, recent genomic work has revealed the presence of P. 
cathayana, P. decomposita, P. rotundiloba, P. ostii, P. qiui, P. rockii and P. jishanensis in their genomes.  In other 
words, Suffruticosa group plants are hybrid swarm created through the millennia, first in China, then Japan and 
continued in the West.  Suffruticosa plants are prone to disease and generally do not grow taller than 5 feet 
(often less) in most continental climates.   

7. Suffruticosa Group peonies are popular for the otherworldly flowers.  Plants, unfortunately can be challenging to 
grow and there is much improvement that can take place through hybridizing.  The greatest negative for 
continental climates is disease and intolerance to wet conditions often present during certain periods of the 
year.   Chinese selections were developed in semi-arid conditions – making them unsuitable for most American 
gardens. 

8. Rockii hybrids are becoming popular and there is much confusion about what they actually are.   Rockii hybrids 
are often sold from China as “Gansu Mudan”, which are no more than Suffruticosa Group plants which have 
great P. rockii genetic influence.  These cultivars have many traits which are similar to the species, but are often 
found in a variety of colors and forms not seen in the single white dark flared species P. rockii sbsps rockii and P. 
rockii sbsps  atavia.  The Chinese selections arise from crosses of P. rockii x various Chinese suffruticosas and 
resulting seedlings were repeatedly  crossed to produce numerous new generations with highly variable plant 
and floral habits.  The word “crossed” is used loosely, as most Chinese selections were not produced via hand 
pollinations, but rather through the planting of thousands open pollinated seed.  Thus progress was completely 
based on natural pollination and through selections of what nature provided in these “crosses”.   Notable 
Chinese hybridizer Chen Dezhong has selected and registered numerous fine rockii influence hybrids under the 
“Gansu Mudan” moniker.  
European and American growers sometimes used the same open pollination tactics to produce selections.  
However, more recently, hand pollinations were used among hybridizers to focus outcomes on certain traits.  In 
Switzerland, Peter Smithers produced a number of fine rockii influence hybrids, but little is known about the 
actual parents used, beyond the Rockii Influence hybrid parent (U.K. form of Rock's Variety).  More recently, 
William Seidl employed the use of the “U.S. form of Rock's Variety” and crossed this cultivar with Japanese 
Suffruticosa Group plants through recorded hand pollinations.  Emerging hybridizer, Franklin & Angela Chow 
(Pennsylvania) have also produced numerous selections using Chinese rockiis crossed with a variety of 
Suffruticosa Group plants through hand pollinations.  Franklin and Angela's plants are just reaching the market 
today and will surely show advancement within the group. 
 

9. The Rockii Influence Suffruticosa Group plants are quite simply Suffruticosas with added genetic material from P. 
rockii.  The addition of P. rockii traits to Suffruticosa are important for better stem hardiness, plant size, 
floriferousness, vigor and fragrance.   However, not all Rockii Inheritance group cultivars are superior to 
Suffruticosa Group plants.   The incorporation or concentration of Suffruticosa genes which lack P. rockii 
dominance often produce offspring with less vigor, poor disease resistance and poor stem hardiness.   This can 
be seen in the Smithers hybrids, although the flowers are outstanding for color and form.   Using advanced 
generation Rockii Influence cultivars crossed back on to a similar will produce a wide range positive and negative 
attributes. 



10. ‘Xue Hai Bing Xin’.   Unregistered Chinese Rockii Influence Suffruticosa (Gansu Mudan).  This is the tallest 
growing Rockii Influence Suffruticosa we grow.   In Wisconsin it reaches 7 feet without protection and would 
likely become taller in less rigorous conditions.  Foliage is outstanding with small dark green leaflets.   Typical P. 
rockii colored and marked flowers.   

11. Concentrating P. rockii genes in cultivars is a method in which better plants are produced for continental 
climates.   The seedling above is superior to the Suffruticosa Group parent ‘Iroji-mon’ for vigor, size, foliar habits 
and hardiness; due to the incorporation of ‘Rock’s Variety’ genes.   Flower colors favor the Suffruticosa Group 
plant, as does the form. 

12. Rockii Influence and Suffruticosa Group plants are often highly fertile and produce a multitude of seeds without 
hand pollinations (nature does the work).   Open pollinated seeds often produce plants with beautiful flowers 
and are worth growing, however there is a greater chance inferior seedlings in comparison to their parents.  To 
produce more directed outcomes, hand pollination is used. 

13. Rockii Influence Suffruticosa and Suffruticosa Group seed is easily grown when planted outdoors and 
dependably survive anything the winter season can through at them.   Rockii Influence Group seedlings may not 
show signs of life for 2 to 3 years (they are slow to reduce their dormancy).   Patience is needed, but will be 
rewarded.   Attempting germinate this group’s seed indoors often results in much higher losses than simply 
planting them in the ground outdoors. 

14. Rockii Influence seedlings begin to make serious growth in their 3 year.   Most will bloom in year 5, follow by 
stragglers in year 6 & 7.   3 year old seedlings will begin to provide a preview of plant habit, foliage and growth 
rate. 

15. ‘NB-SH129’ Seedling.  Bremer. In USDA Hardiness Zone 4b (Wisconsin) Rockii Inheritance Suffruticosas do not 
attain the height and size they may in higher USDA Hardiness Zones.   There are some exceptions, but for the 
most part, plants in lower zones will only attain heights of around 4 to 5 feet.   The same plants in Zone 6 to 7 
often attain heights of 5 to 10 (or more).   This seedling has only attained a height of 4 feet in zone 4b after 10 
years.   

16. A sibling cross of two Rockii Influence Suffruticosas, which favors P. rockii traits.  7 year plants are now 5 feet in 
height in zone 4b, without winter stem loss. 

17. Franklin and Angela Chow of Pennsylvania, zone 6b.   The Chows are private people who have been hybridizing 
since the 1990’s.  The Chow’s do not allow visitors and prefer to quietly do their work.  They are a highly 
organized team who carefully hand pollinates desired selections and meticulously record their work to produce 
further generations with better plant habits and flowers.   To date, they have only registered and released a few 
of their plants for commercial distribution.   Their selection criteria is quite rigorous and many fine plants are 
discarded for minor flaws.   I expect we will begin to see many of their selections reach the market in the next 
few years and these will likely replace many of the inferior Suffruticosa Group cultivars commerce has been 
plagued with.   They frequently incorporate Rockii Influence Suffruticosa genes in their work for all around 
better hybridizing outcomes.  Goals are:  1) upright flower carriage; 2)  plants which can be pruned to 2-3 trunk 
specimens, superior color and form and cut flower woody peonies.  Of course, Franklin is fond of deep red 
colored flowers and has a line which is in development for that trait. 

18. 12 acres of mature and immaculately pruned woody peonies is stunning.  There were few plants in the garden 
most viewers would not want in their garden – most will never be distributed. 

19. I found this seedling to be striking, but Franklin does not like the proportion of the flower size to the plant.   
Flowers were 12+ inches in diameter. 

20. This large deep red semi-double flowered selection has superior flower carriage and floral display.  There were 
many other seedlings much like this one and Franklin will decide if this plant is more worthy of introduction. 

21. A stunning deep red Suffruticosa Group seedling.  Superior to most commercially available cultivars. 
22. Cut Flower seedling selection.   This selection has an extra 2 internodal spaces, making for the long stems 

required by the cut flower industry.   These plants were extremely interesting and something the cut flower 
industry may well desire. 

23. A cut flower selection with somewhat shorter stems, but still have enough stem length for such purposes. 



24. An ornate double formed Rockii Influence Suffruticosa selection.   Superior carriage and display.  The plant is 
relatively young, thus more years of observation needed. 

25. An ornate double formed Rockii Influence Suffruticosa selection.   Superior carriage and display.  The plant is 
relatively young, thus more years of observation needed.  This plant will certainly supplant many of the 
commonly available Suffruticosa Group cultivars. 

26. Chow’s have revealed how selective hybridizing can work to create better Suffruticosa Group hybrids.   More 
hybridizers are needed who work in different climate zones – all plants are regionally adapted.  
Side note:  Franklin grows several of my Lutea Hybrid introductions.  His growing conditions produce plants with 
much greater height.  He dislikes some of my hybrids because they produce copious ground shoots – something 
I select for!   Testament to each hybridizer’s selection goals, which can be traced to their growing climate. 

27. Lutea hybrids are the “new kids on the block” - relatively.   They arise from a cross of plants from within the 
Subsection Delavayanae and Suffruticosa Group plants.  The subsection Delavayanae includes the species: P. 
lutea, P. delavayi, P. potaninii and P. ludlowii.  The Suffruticosa Group plants are hybrids from the Subsection 
Vaginatae.  The crosses were originally called 'Lutea Hybrids' due to the yellow coloration of the original species 
used in them (P. lutea), and later was applied to all crosses involving species found within the Subsection 
Delavayanae.  Basically hybrids between P. delavayi, P. lutea, P. potanini crossed with Suffruticosa Group plants.   
P. ludlowii has no recorded information linking it to crosses with Suffruticosa plants. 
The first recorded crosses of this type were carried out in Lemoine and Henry.  Their crosses apparently involved 
P. lutea crossed with Chinese Suffruticosa Group plants.   Some of the more popular plants which still remain in 
commerce are:  Souvenir de Maxime Cornu, Alice Harding, Flambeau and Satin Rouge (there are others).  These 
plants have poor stem hardiness in cold continental climates and flower carriage is almost always downward,  
No fertility ever noted. 

28. A.P. Saunders of Clinton, New York, was the next hybridizer to make new lutea hybrids and his work was 
extensive.   He used P. lutea, P. potaninii and P. delavayi and crossed these to Japanese Suffruticosa Group 
plants.   The resulting plants produced flowers which were often much less double in form, but had better 
carriage.  Additionally, his use of other color forms from the Subsection Delavayanae produced a wider range of 
color variations in the resulting offspring.   The use of Japanese Suffruticosa Group plants as the other half of the 
parentage resulted in better stem hardiness and perhaps further unique flower variations in color and form.   He 
was the first to produce second generation hybrids, albeit late in his life.  Most of the plants he produced from 
his crosses were sterile, or at least this was his experience.  See the American Peony Society's “Peony Registry” 
for an extensive list of his creations. 
Nassos Daphnis, a Greek born New Yorker was next in line to create Lutea Hybrids.   Daphnis is well know for his 
many artworks, as well as, his contributions to the peony world.   He worked with Saunders' many Lutea Hybrid 
creations at William Gratwick's Linwood Gardens in Pavillion, New York, where many of the Saunders hybrids 
were deposited late in A.P. Saunders life.   There he produced a wide range of crosses (back crosses, sibling 
crosses, F1 crosses) to produce a wide array of new and interesting Lutea Hybrids.  Many of the Daphnis crosses 
were also sterile, but a few proved to be useful in continuing breeding lines.  He has many popular cultivars still 
available in commerce today.  Among his finest plants are:  Leda, Hephestos, Iphegenia, Gauguin and Zephyrus.   
Many more may be seen on the APS' “Peony Registry” 
David Reath of Vulcan, Michigan produced a number of Lutea Hybrids popular with hybridizers.  His work 
included the use of plants from Saunders and Daphnis, but parentage is poorly documented.   Golden Era has 
been extensively used in both Lutea Hybrid programs and Intersectional Hybrid programs.   Some of his popular 
originations include:  Golden Era, Golden Experience and Waucedah Princess. 
William Seidl of Manitowoc, Wisconsin arrived on the scene just as Daphnis' work was winding down in the 
1980's.   Bill used as many plants as he could find in his lutea hybridizing program and notably found a few fertile 
Saunders Lutea Hybrids which were overlooked for fertility by previous hybridizers.   Age of Gold and Chinese 
Dragon became commonly used Saunders plants for breeding purposes and resulting offspring were quite 
different than those seen prior to Bill's work.   He also used Reath's 'Golden Era' extensively.  Additionally, the 
use of a cross Bill made (Golden Era x Chinese Dragon) x Zephyrus = Rosalind Elsie Franklin as a pollen parent 



opened the doors for many new and fine quality Lutea Hybrids.   The use of REF (Rosalind Elsie Franklin) and a 
number of other hybrids moved Lutea Hybrids to a new level by incorporating better stem strength, flower 
carriage, plant vigor and hardiness.     While Daphnis and Saunders are more frequently recognized as the 
greatest contributors to the Lutea Hybrid, Bill Seidl's many creations are superior in many ways.   Most of the 
advanced generation Lutea Hybrids now finding their way on to the market today may be directly attributed to 
Seidl's work (New Zealand and Australia included – he provided the seed for their selections).  His work opened 
the doors to greater fertility in advanced generations and exposure to this group by many gardeners. 

29. F1's are the original crosses of Subsection Delavayanae  (species) x Suffruticosa Group cultivars.  Most of these 
plants do not have recorded parents due to the difficulty in obtaining seed from the crosses.   Saunders records, 
which are quite detailed for herbaceous hybrids, lack information about parents – probably for good reason.   
Thousands of pollinations need to be made to obtain a seed or two and plants from the Subsection Delavayanae 
often are quite self fertile, causing probable contamination.  Thus hybridizers growing seed from these 
attempted crosses typically will grow all seeds produced, many of which turn out to be self pollinations.   
Keeping records and labeling each cross in the field would be a monumental task, thus simply making the 
crosses without record would be a better use of time.   F1's are important for widening the gene pool and more 
of these hybrids should be produced to widen the fertile gene pool.  At this time, it appears the advanced 
generation gene pool is rather limited to a few select cultivars originating from Saunders' work.   

30. ‘Chinese Dragon’.   Never used for hybridizing prior to the discovery that it had fertile pollen by William Seidl in 
the 1980’s.  Flower carriage and stem hardiness in Wisconsin are not fantastic, but plants are vigorous growers 
with outstanding finely dissected foliage.  Additionally, plants bloom profusely on new wood. 

31. ‘Vesuvian’.  Often overlooked, but an outstanding plant for its mounded shape, fine foliage, vigor and double 
flowers.   Thought to be sterile, recently we discovered it does set seed with compatible parents.   

32. ‘Spring Carnival’.   No fertility noted to date.  It is an example of how unique flower colors and patterns can be in 
the Lutea Hybrids.   Poor stem hardiness (very bad) and does not bloom reliably on new wood.   However, it is 
fast growing and worth having in a collection. 

33. ‘Spring Carnival’.  A young grafted plant in this image shows typical behavior in spring.  Prior year’s stem is dead 
and dormant bud from below ground begin growth.  Plants do not appear to be adversely impacted by the death 
of the prior year’s woody stem, but flowering is hindered with this cultivar. 

34. The “Lutea Hook” is a trait inherited from the Subsection Delavayanae parent (P. lutea, P. delavayi, P. potanini).   
The stems from this parent group tend to be long and nodding, add to that a small crook in the stem found near 
the back of the flower, and blooms will inevitably face downward.   All F1 hybrids exhibit this trait to some 
degree and many subsequent generations do as well.   A difficult trait to breed out! 

35. ‘Satin Rouge’.  An old French lutea hybrid.  Presumably the suffruticosa plant was a large double flowered 
Chinese Suffruticosa.   Stems are often lost or damaged with these old F1’s and they are not profuse bloomers in 
cold climates.  Top this off with flowers that have a heavy “Lutea Hook”, flowers face downward and are often 
hidden in the large foliage. 

36. ‘Savage Splendor’.   Most of the F1’s have proven sterile to date (or have very limited fertility).   Many will 
produce large ovules, which appear to be seeds – they aren’t or are incomplete.   Planting these is a waste of 
time and should not be collected, no matter what others say.   Fertile seeds on lutea hybrids are seldom 
produced through open pollination for a number of reasons and those produced through hand pollination are 
not all that common.   This is the reason we do not see many people hybridizing Lutea Hybrids – they require 
much effort to produce fertile seed. 

37. ‘Amber Moon’ grafts.  F1’s are also the least likely to produce successful grafting procedures, giving reason for 
the lack of availability or rarity of some cultivars.  All too often the scion wood produced lacks terminal buds or is 
small and weak.   The best scion wood for grafting always includes terminal buds and large diameter stems – 
something F1’s typically do not provide. 

38. To date, most of these crosses were undertaken by Nassos Daphnis, David Reath and Bill Seidl.   These are the 
first steps beyond F1’s and plants are typically more vigorous and easier to propagate.  They are diverse group, 
but overall lack the fertility we might think will be restored in progressive generations. Thus most have had 



limited use in hybridizing advanced generations, but all it took was few seedlings to change things…  This group 
of plants is often more available due to ease of culture, ease of propagation, better flower carriage, and overall 
floral appeal.   

39. Saunders, Daphnis, Reath and Seidl laid the ground work for advancements in the Lutea Hybrid swarm.   The 
Advanced Generation Lutea Hybrids (AGLH) plants are a step beyond the last group with many intercrossing’s of 
Lutea Hybrids.  Fertility is ever increasing with each generation, as are many other desired traits. 

40. ‘Rosalind Elsie Franklin’.  Seidl. 1996.  Parentage (SH-35: Golden Era x Chinese Dragon) x Zephyrus.   This hybrid 
is probably the most influential Lutea Hybrid to date.  As a pollen parent, it was responsible for many of the 
finest plants in this group, but also has passed its superior traits on to a universe of quality introductions and 
seedlings.   Its positive attributes as a parent include:  reduction of lutea hook, plasticity of flower color, flower 
carriage, vigor, increased stem hardiness in offspring, and fine foliage. 

41. ‘Perfection’.  Sutherland.   2001. (Black Forest x Rosalind Elsie Franklin). Irvine/Sutherland. Selected by Derek 
Irvine and registered by Jane and Trevor Sutherland of Kinamaru, New Zealand.  From seed sent to Derek Irvine 
from crosses William Seidl made in the 1990’s.  One of my favorites for excellent plant habit, but also superior 
clear color and flower form. 

42. ‘Firey Coals’  Irvine/Sutherland. 2002. (‘Golden Era’ x ‘Rosalind Elsie Franklin’).  Selected by Derek Irvine and 
registered by Jane and Trevor Sutherland of Kinamaru, New Zealand.  From seed sent to Derek Irvine from 
crosses William Seidl made in the 1990’s.  Picotee, form and color! 
The Sutherland/Irvine registered more than 200 of Bill’s crosses in 2002.  There are many fine plants, but most 
are not significant improvements to parents.   Commerce will likely sort out which are worthy introductions.  A 
lesson to be learned:  There are many beautiful flowers which arise in peonies, however only a select few are 
improvements.  Mass registrations are often an indicator that further selection should have taken place. 

43. ‘Theresa Ann’.  Seidl/Bremer. 2013. (‘Age of Gold’ x ‘Rosalind Elsie Franklin’).   Bill in his later years did not like 
the registration process, thus I was wrangled to register a number of his outstanding introductions.  ‘Theresa 
Ann’ is an outstanding plant which has outstanding plant habit and gorgeous blooms.   An easy grower and 
fertile with compatible partners, it will make its mark on the woody peony world.  Note the aberrant flower 
(deep pink) – this is not unusual for Lutea Hybrids.   These odd mutations are one of the reasons we see 
instability of flower color in Itoh Hybrids. 

44. ‘Wisteria Reflections’.  Bremer.  2016. (‘Sedona’ x ‘Rosalind Elsie Franklin’).   Superior flower producer and is 
highly regarded by anyone visiting our gardens.   Always consistent and an easy grower.  Slightly better stem 
hardiness than other Lutea hybrids.   Fertile and we are looking forward to seeing its traits passed on to other 
AGLH plants. 

45. Tethys.  Bremer.  2017. (‘Brassy Lady’ x ‘Sedona’).  Few full double Lutea Hybrids have good flower carriage – 
this one does - mostly.   Flowers can be highly variable in color from year to year (most Lutea Hybrids are highly 
variable in color).  Superior growth and plant habit.   A prodigious ‘ground shooter’, which we like, since stems 
may be lost due to winter kill – it blooms on new and old wood. 

46. ‘Beach Comber’.  Bremer.  2019. (‘Sedona’ x ‘Autumn Harvest’).  This cultivar has the largest flowers of any Lutea 
Hybrid we grow.   The peach pink central petals are surround by lighter petals.   Superior stem hardiness and 
quite fertile.   Carriage could use improvement, but it does face outward for the most part and is not hidden in 
the foliage.    

47. ‘Lyra’.  Bremer.  2019. (‘Sedona’ x ‘Loyola’).   ‘Loyola’ is a Bernard Chow hybrid (originator is from Austrailia) and 
is not a very good plant.  However, it has produced some fine offspring.   This plant becomes a massive mound 
here in Wisconsin, which produce large numbers of ground shoots.  It blooms on new and old wood.  Flowers 
are quite large and are consistent full semi-doubles.  An easy plant to grow. 

48. ‘Aquila’.  Bremer.  2019. (‘Sedona’ x ‘Loyola’).  A short, stout plant here in Wisconsin. The peach pink central 
petals are surround by lighter petals.   Superior stem hardiness and quite fertile.   Carriage could use 
improvement, flowers face outward for the most part and are not hidden in the foliage.   Flowers are heavy and 
last longer than most other woody peonies. 



49.  ‘Theia’.  Bremer.  2020. (‘Door County Sunset’ x ‘Seidl #141’).   Highly variable flower colors ranging from yellow 
to peach to pink and blends.   Flowers carried singly on long stems which do not face down.   Fast growing plants 
have excellent foliage.  Superior abundance of bloom.   This plant is an improvement in all regards compared to 
its parents.   Something we hope sees wide distribution due to its many fine qualities. 

50. Cloud Atlas. Bremer. 2021. {(‘Age of Gold’ x Seidl #16) x (‘G?Day Mate’ x ‘Rosalind Elsie Franklin’)}  Another step 
in the right direction considering form and flower carriage.  Yes, it has ‘Rosalind Elsie Franklin’ in it lineage.   
There are very few white or blush lutea hybrids and none of the other have the wonderful precise ruffling this 
one does.   So far, this has been a slow cultivar to propagate and there is never enough to go around. 

51. Big Sombrero. Bremer. 2021. {Garden Sunshine (Sedona x Rosalind Elsie Franklin)}.  Wow!   Short plants here in 
our zone which does not have great stem hardiness. Flowers are large, flat and billowy. A prodigious ‘ground 
shooter’, which we like, since stems may be lost due to winter kill – it blooms on new and old wood.  Nothing 
like it! 

52. ‘Pan’. Bremer. 2021. (‘Theresa Ann’ x Unknown.   Stellar plant habits and a step in the right direction for plant 
height, disease resistance, floral presentation.   Better than all the other double yellows we grow – easily. 

53. ‘Elemental’. Bremer. 2019. (‘Fuchsia Ruffles’ x ‘Harvest Peach’).   From a rare seed produced on ‘Fuchsia Ruffles’.   
Excellent mound plant which produces an abundance of ground shoots.  Flower carriage is outward.   Excellent 
flower form and color.   

54. ‘Selene’.  Bremer. 2021. (‘KC Red’ x ‘Autumn Harvest’).  Beautiful ruffled simply colored flowers of cream with 
light pink blush at opening.   Outward display of large blooms.  Elegant and simple.  An example of how mixed up 
genes are – ‘KC Red’ is a red colored flower, which routinely produces offspring of different colors. 

55. ‘Pisces’.  Bremer.  2023.  (Seidl #16 x Seidl #15).   A departure from large double formed flowers.   This plant 
produces cascading blooms which spill over finely cut foliage.  It is a lower grower and produces an abundance 
of bloom, which is much needed in the Lutea Hybrid Group. 

56. There are many considerations in hybridizing peonies.   Its much like traveling down a “Rabbit Hole” which has 
numerous side tunnels.  However, anyone can make crosses and produce fine peonies.  To what degree one 
travels down the rabbit hole is a personal choice. 

57. Lutea Hybrids are notorious for producing incomplete seed.   Many seeds look to be fine, but upon pinching 
them it is found they are soft – empty vessels.  People often report seeing many seeds on their plants, probably 
they are seeing what is above – large unfertilized ovules.  These can be red or black in color as well, thus 
deceptive.   There are few instances of Lutea Hybrids making many seeds at one time, thus they are patient 
hybridizers plant at this point.   Finding compatible parents seems to be key – many are fertile, the right parent 
match is all that is needed. 

58. Image shows a variety of seeds collected from one of our more fertile seedlings.   Those with red X’s are infertile 
(soft, having a void).  The remainder are presumed fertile, but they will need to germinate before placing any 
confidence in their fertility.  This image accurately depicts the outcome a hybridizer can expect for the most 
fertile crosses – few fertile seeds after many crossings. 

59. Interior of soft seeds are missing the embryo.  This image shows a gross void! 
60. Lutea hybrid seeds must be germinated indoors in our climate.  The large fleshy seeds germinate at variable 

rates over many months.   Because they are fleshy, they are easily damaged by freezing and fungal diseases.   
Keeping them above freezing is extremely helpful in getting them started.   Here they are being germinated in 
lightly damp vermiculite for later planting in the spring in the garden. 

61. These Lutea Hybrid seedlings were started in soil in wooden boxes – kept in the basement over winter for 
germination.   Note the lower left-hand box – this cross has many seeds which have not yet germinated from a 
cross of (‘Age of Gold’ x ‘Copper King’), they will erratically make their presence known over the next few 
months or even next year. 

62. Lutea Hybrid seedling leaves often reveal a preview of things to come.   This cross was between two seedlings 
with outstanding foliage and it appears the resulting offspring will carry many of their parents traits in that 
regard.    



63. Seedling.  Bremer.   Ground shoots are desired on Lutea Hybrids in northern zones due to winter stem loss.  
Many Lutea Hybrids are capable of producing copious numbers of ground shoots, which often bloom on well-
established plants.  The many ground shoots also produce beautiful mounded plants in cold climates.   
Gardeners in warmer climates may see less ground shoots due to older woody stems persisting through the 
winter, which allows for a taller plant.   Additionally, plants which are good ground shoot producers are better 
candidates for division. 

64. ‘Fire Down Below’.  Bremer. 2019. (‘KC Red’ x Seedling NB37).  NB37 is ‘Autumn Harvest’ x ‘G’Day Mate’.  This 
cultivar has very poor stem hardiness, but it produces many ground shoots which bloom reliably each spring.   In 
Wisconsin, Zone 4b, plants attain a maximum height of 34”, but in Zone 6a plants may attain a height of 6 feet 
or more.   One hybridizer who grows this cultivar in Zone 6a dislikes the ground shoots and wondered why I 
would introduce a plant that has this characteristic.   For him, it grows tall and there would be no need for 
ground shoots.   For us, it is a desired trait which provides a good-looking low plant (almost a herbaceous in 
woody peony).  In colder zones, woody peonies must be selected for other traits than height, but also must 
provide good bloom. 

65. ‘Coral Nebula’ graft.  Hybridizers must be able to propagate their plants and grafting is the main tactic for 
northern growers.  Most woodies in cold climate areas are not capable of producing numerous divisions, thus 
grafting must be employed to propagate them in mass.  Grafted plants often get a bad name due to the 
herbaceous root (#1) the woody peony is growing on.   Improper (adventitious hybrid) herbaceous understock is 
often used by overseas grafters and some domestic grafters, which will grow a herbaceous plant.  These 
adventitious nurse roots then out- compete the woody peony and destroy the plant if not dealt with.  Proper 
nurse root selection will produce a plant which grows well and will never grow herbaceous stems.   Grafted 
peonies are desired for plant establishment in colder zones, since herbaceous roots are suited to colder soil 
temperatures, while woody peony roots grow more slowly in cool soils.   The only caveat with grafted plants is 
they must be planted deeply, with much woody peony stem buried.  Deep planting encourages the stems of the 
woody peony to become crown tissue, which in turn will produce own roots.   #2 in the image shows own roots 
beginning to grow on the grafted plant.  The nurse root (#1) may be removed or left in place without incident. 

66. Seedling.  Bremer.   Unremarkable accept for the number of side buds produced (up to 6).  Plants like this with 
more interesting flowers are desired for lengthening the bloom season.  Good carriage overall, but stems lack 
winter hardiness.  Blooms on new wood and old wood, but new wood produces less side buds. 

67. Seedling “NB-SH134’.   Bremer.   (‘Lyra’ x ‘Brassy Lady’).  Tremendous color, clarity, and form.   Easy plant to 
grow, but flower carriage is suspect.  Still under observation. 

68. Seedling ‘NB-SH145’.  Bremer. (‘KC Red’ x ‘Coral Star’).  Large flowers are variable in color from year to year.  
Usually dark in color and very clear.   Ruffling is excellent and display is superior.   This seedling was planted in an 
area in which soil erosion occurred, which exposed much of its crown, resulting in less than optimal 
performance.   Stems are large diameter and have not proven to be vary winter hardy.  Extremely fertile both 
ways.   Red Lutea Hybrids are difficult to breed! 

69. ‘RK15-35’ Roy Klehm seedling.  This was a selection we received with the purchase of Roy’s first round of woody 
selections.  It was good enough that he had already propagated the plant (grafted).   It is one the new orange-
colored cultivars.   ‘Spellbound’ a Sutherland introduction from Seidl seed has received much attention, but has 
not been reliable in our climate and region.   People often seek double formed Lutea Hybrids, which this is not.  
However, this seedling is a much better grower than ‘Spellbound’, has better carriage, flower color and foliage.  
It is striking in the field with an almost neon flower color.   We are looking forward to getting this one into 
commerce for other gardeners to experience. 

70. ‘RK17-5’.  Roy Klehm seedling.   Another Lutea Hybrid from Roy’s selections – not yet propagated.  The allure is 
the outer petals are yellow tinged in coral and inner petals are solid coral.   Excellent plant habit thus far with 
large leaves.  Presentation is outward and blooms are not hidden in foliage.  Likely a good selection. 

71. ‘WL2-19’.  Bremer seedling.  (Seidl #58 x Cloud Atlas). True lavender peonies are hard to come by and this one 
fills that void.   Plants carry nice sized blooms well.   Petals are ornately and precisely ruffled.   Not yet 



propagated due to the lack of terminal buds which are desirable for grafting.   Foliage is good, but can be 
inconsistent.   Very good overall. 

72. ‘WL1-2022’.  Bremer seedling.   (‘Age of Gold’ x ‘Copper King’).  Again an unusual orange Lutea Hybrid.  This 
plant bloomed for the first time in 2022 just as my daughter’s wedding being held.  It carried 8 blooms, of which 
6 were cut for flower arrangements before an image could be taken.   The flowers are medium sized, but are 
held on strong stems and they face upward.   In person, it is peerless – pictures just don’t do it justice.  We know 
little about its vigor and adult plant form, but all the ingredients are there for an upright plant. 

73. A Lutea Hybrid garden in Wisconsin.  Note plant height is not great, but bloom is abundant.   Most plants in this 
image are young or seedlings. 

74. A seedling row of Rockii Influence Suffruticosas – various crosses.  The very good ones have already been 
removed from the trial rows.  What is left will be culled – sadly. 

75. Nate’s Favorites – other than woodies.   We also hybridize and grow a wide variety of herbaceous peonies, 
which we equally enjoy! 

76. Nate’s Favorites – Other than woody peonies:  ‘Kim’ 
77. Nate’s Favorites – Other than woody peonies:  ‘Dreamtime’ 
78. Nate’s Favorites – Other than woody peonies:  ‘Hamadama Pearl’ 
79. Nate’s Favorites – Other than woody peonies:  ‘Viking Valor’ 
80. Nate’s Favorites – Other than woody peonies:  ‘Triton’ 
81. Nate’s Favorites – Other than woody peonies:  ‘Origin of Serenity’ 
82. Nate’s Favorites – Other than woody peonies:  ‘Haumea’ 
83. Nate’s Favorites – Other than woody peonies:  ‘Heartbreaker’ 
84. Nate’s Favorites – Other than woody peonies:  ‘Hot Gates’ 
85. Nate’s Favorites – Other than woody peonies:  ‘Open Arms’ 
86. Nate’s Favorites – Other than woody peonies:  ‘Omega Centauri’ 
87. Nate’s Favorites – Other than woody peonies:  ‘Necromancer’ 
88. Nate’s Favorites – Other than woody peonies:  ‘Sky Dance’ 
89. Nate’s Favorites – Other than woody peonies:  ‘Echoes of Love’ 
90. Hybridizing is one of the “Joys of Life” in that it bring science and art together – plus benefits the world by 

introducing beauty and function.   Let your imagination be your guide! 
91. Super Bowl Bound… 


